Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to extend a very warm welcome back to all our pupils, families and staff as we begin a new
academic year. I hope you have all enjoyed a restful and enjoyable summer break and are feeling refreshed
and ready for the exciting year ahead.

It has been wonderful to see the children return to school with such enthusiasm, positivity and eagerness to
learn. The start of a new school year always brings new opportunities, new experiences and fresh challenges,
and we look forward to supporting every child to achieve their very best.

At St Francis, we remain committed to providing a nurturing, inclusive and ambitious learning environment
where all children can thrive academically, socially and spiritually. We have planned many exciting learning
opportunities throughout the year and cannot wait to see the progress and successes our pupils will
achieve.

One of our key priorities this year will be improving pupil attendance. Regular attendance is one of the most
important factors in ensuring children achieve their full potential. Every day in school matters, and even
small amounts of lost learning can have a significant impact on children's educational progress, wellbeing
and friendships. Children’s attendance needs to be 95% (equal to 10 days off school each year) or more
anything below is a concern. Please feel free to contact the office to get an update on this percentage for
your child and if it has dropped below remember it can always be improved.

We recognise that there can sometimes be genuine reasons for absence and will continue to work closely
with families to provide support where needed. However, we would greatly appreciate your support in
ensuring that children attend school every day whenever possible and arrive on time ready to learn. By
wo‘rking together, we can give every child the best opportunity to succeed.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. The strong relationship between home and school is
invaluable and plays a vital role in ensuring the best outcomes for our children.
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* Arbor

We're using the
Arbor Parent App!

See and manage your child’s day-to-day school information.
Understand their progress, make payments and bookings,
and receive in-app messages - all from one app

Log in in seconds with Face ID

Receive in-app messages and
reminders on your phone

Make payments, sign up for
clubs, and book parents evenings

See your child's progress,
attendance, behaviour points,
report cards and more

Check your child's calendar,
it's always up-to-date

Scan the QR code to download the Arbor Parent
App. and use your email addressto log in
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Hopeful = Those who hope in God. Isaiah 40:28-31
Did you not know? Had you not heard? The Lord is an everlasting God,
he created the boundaries of the earth. He does not grow tired or
weary, his understanding is beyond fathoming. He gives strength to the
wearied, he strengthens the powerless. Young men may grow tired and
weary, youths may stumble, but those who hope in the Lord renew
their strength, they put out wings like eagles. They run and do not grow
weary, walk and never tire.

Faithfilled - The Leper who had faith. Luke 17:12-19
As Jesus entered a village on the way to Jerusalem, ten Lepers

approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying,

‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to
them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went,
they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated

himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine,
where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise
to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go

on your way; your faith has made you well.’
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\% Faith-filled and Hopeful
Mrs Humphreys led our first worship assembly at the start of September by introducing our two
St Francis Virtues for this half term. The children are growing to be faith-filled in their beliefs and
hopeful for the future. We have faith in our family and friends and we need to have faith in
ourselves. Hope grows out of faith and love. We learn we can step out into the darkness of the
unknown and draw on our strengths and ask for help from those around us.

We listened to the Bible story of ‘The ten Lepers’ from Luke 17: 12-19. What did we learn from this
important message? The 1 man who went back and threw himself at Jesus’ feet thanked him.
That one man is why we remember to be faith-filled every day. He had a complete and living faith -
an example to us all.

In loving memory of Mrs Patricia Murphy

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of Mrs Patricia Murphy. She sadly died
in the Summer break. Mrs Murphy was a much-loved former teacher at St Francis RC Primary School,
a dedicated school governor, and a valued member of the St Francis RC Church community.
Throughout her life, she gave generously of her time, faith and talents in service to others, leaving a
lasting impact on our school and parish family.

Many of our children and families will remember the support and guidance she provided during this
year's First Holy Communion programme. Her kindness, commitment and deep faith helped to
strengthen the special bond between our school and church community.

Mrs Murphy was a cherished link between our school and church, and her presence will be greatly
missed by all who had the privilege of knowing her. We keep Mrs Murphy and her family in our
prayers, giving thanks for her life and for the many ways she enriched our community.
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School starts at 0
o 100%
8:SSam 0 Attendance o
Matters

e Doors ©pen Every student Every day Your child's
w@ B-4Sam , atiendance needs

— _ m— fo be above

95%

Cur attendance is also monitored by
school governors and the Local Authority.

Attendance at school is extremely important for all

oupils so that they can achieve as well as possible, and
is now part of safeguarding procedures.

#51¢ your child is unwell please contact the office

Y otherwise the absence cannot be authorized.
< LN

Please ensure your children are in to avoid potential fines.

Every moment in school counts.
Cays soon add up and the more children are in school the
more they are likely to learn. Please do all you can to bring
you child to school. [
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DOCCO8® |
00000 |
| 0000 |
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Our winners this month are:
Year 6 - Mrs Sim’s Class
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Equal to 2 days 99% Excellent
off school each year
Equal to 5 days ’
off school each year 7% G004
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Lateness @S
5 Minutes late each day 3 days lost! Roct fearnin;f
10 Minutes late each day e 6.5 days lost!
15 Minutes late each day APPRONIVIATELY 10 days lost!
20 Minutes late each day 13 days lost!

30 Minutes late each day 19 days lost!
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Amazing Mixtures

.and Magical Materials
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CE{ mor g V' ‘C?{ g G(V'ef | Being curious and searching for answers is

essential to understanding and predicting

Curiosity about science and technology leads us to ask
R > questions about the world around us. By being
Matter and the way it behaves defines our encouraged to use logic, evidence and creativity,
universe and shapes our lives. learners will be supported to inquire into and apply
scientific knowledge to further understanding of how
our world works. Developing and testing modelswill also
help them make sense of its complexity. With evidence
derived from observations, new theories can be
developed, and existing ideas may be refined or
challenged.
Learners need to be able to evaluate scientific claims to
help make informed decisions that affect our
environment and well-being, including regarding the
climate and nature emergency. The choices we make
depend on many factors, including moral viewpoints and
personal beliefs. However, rigorous and robust evidence-
based research provides a solid foundation on which to
base decisions. As ethically informed citizens, learners
will need to consider the impact of our actions and of
scientific and technological developments, locally and
elsewhere in Wales, as well as in the wider world, asking
‘Just because we can, does that mean we should?

The universe and all living things are made up of matter.
The behaviour of matter determines the properties of
materials and allows us to use natural resources, as well
as to create new substances. Understanding the nature
of matter can help learners to appreciate the impact
that chemistry has on the world around them, as well as
how it contributes to advances in science and
technology. Chemical reactions happen continuously in
our environment as well as in living things. Learning how
to control and apply these reactions has benefits to
individuals and industry.


tel:029%202059%201666
mailto:stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

3 Together with Jesus we Love and Learn Soptombs

stfrancisprm.cardiff,sch_uk @ Wilson Road, El.y, Cardiff, CF5 4JL %%591666 stfrancispr_m@c_atrai' ,:

Ot [Loantingy Jlbcerinely

W%Véetﬂg
Miss Wong's Class

It has been amazing to welcome in our brand new Nu'r“semj
starters and those who have returned to us for a new year of
learning. All of the children have been working so harﬂ on so

many new skills, 'mak'mg new frie'nds and t'r“cms'ttion'mg into the
new environment.

We've taken lots of time over
the last few weeks to get to ‘
know each other, learn our

new friends' name and
p'r"actice our sha'r'mg aCT0SS
our classroom areas.

We've had lots of things to explore in our classroom
and have even had chance to visit the big Foundation
Phase school jor our PE lessons. VWe've been doing so
well with our liste'n'mg when walking back and fo*r’th,
always making sure to walk se'nsib?g and stay as a

In our RE, we have learnt the sign of the cross and b -
we have been practicing our prayers evemddag. We - J 23
have been lea'r“n'mg how we are all unique and ¢ |

special and how God made us this way.

In Phonics we have been working
_~— hard to listen carefully to all the
sounds we can hear in our
environment. We've been
checking our sounds to seejf
theg are long or short sounds
and deciding whether they are
loud or quiet sounds. We've also
had a go at copying the sounds,
the loud sounds are our
favourite to copy!
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Reception

Mrs Cavies' Class

What a fantastic start to Reception! We are so proud of how wonderfully
the children have settled into their new setting and how confidently they
are adapting to full-time school life. It has been such a pleasure getting to
know your children, discovering their wonderful personalities and finding
out about the things that make them smile and spark their curiosity. We
have already shared so much fun together, and | am really looking forward
to learning even more about each child as we continue our exciting
Reception journey together.

Qur [earning Onoivonment_

G Glugdio

Y Mykrgell

The children have enjoyed exploring the learning environment and learning
how to use the different resources in each area.

In maths we have been
practising our counting,

number recognition , Reminders
and ordering. @ Snack will be provided everyday. Please
could you contribute £1 a week to this.
% PE will be every Friday. Please could the
children come into school in their PE kit
(school red polo shirt/leggings/joggers and

We made pizza %

for snack! trainers).
) School starts at 8.55am but the gates
and doors will be open from 8.45am. Please
In Phonics we have be on time!
been learning our /" Please make sure all of your child’s

sounds; SATPIN belongings are labelled.
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What an amazing start to the year!
We have been starting off learning how to write our

names, number formation and exploring OUF. g -

All of R/1 have settled in so amazingly after a
wornderful learning environments

long summer break. We have been been
exploring the different learning areas in our

classrooms and settling into our routines.
A rew heloful notes... S

-Snack costs £1 per week. You are also
welcome to pack a healthy snack for your
child instead.
~All children to bring in their own water
We've even had exercise classes bottle, it is so important the children
S stay hydrated throughout the school day.

In RE the children have been learning about ‘The Creation Story’. The children have -P.E daﬂ will be every WedneSdaS-
achieved a wonderful understanding that in the story God had the world in 6 days andchildren to wear a t-shirt, shorts/

rested on the 7. Check out the incredible artwork of our children. . / : .
joggers/ leggings and trainers to school

This'term, our topic is Amazing Mixtures

and Magical Materials. We have started off
by finding out what happens when we

shake double cream for a long time. Our

predictions were wild, but no-one
expected it to make butter...and

buttermilk)! We then decided to make

bread to enjoy it on (with a sprinkling of
salt into the butter on the children’s

request)

We have also been exploring mixing materials and
using our Scientific vocabulary to describe if it’s
made a new substance of if we can reverse the
change. One experiment was seeing what we could
observe when adding bicarbinate of soda to
vinegar
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It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to school and see the children
settling so well into Year 1/2. They have already made a jantastic start, getting to

know their mew routines, Teconnecting with frie'nds and show'mg us how 'r"eadg
they are jor another year of learning.

i o7 3
'@{ X Reminders
R.E.D - Creation & Covenant _ : 8’1” PE day is Mond,

Y % .__f hi ldren to wear T -
We have begun our first branch lea'r"n'mg.aﬁout Sle Mi/:lhO”S/J:OSQers
the Creation Story from Genesis. The children . Tl?:lgcle goss?cg‘e’” S to school
have enjoyed exploring what God created on each are alse Wesco per week. Yo
of the seven days and have produced some health maCk?;i to pack a
excellent work ordering the events in the correct iﬂsteac?. jour child
sequence. We also worked collaboratively as a ' E?Ok bags will be sent oyt o
class to create a beautijul piece of artwork, ch’ ‘&?H case return yoyy- =
representing each day of Creation. e é VSV el:;l:k bag by \/\/eclnesdag

L L
- . ok

L |

This term, we have started our exciting topic Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials!
We began by exploring bubbles. The children were then challenged to design and create
their own bubble wands using pipe cleaners, and we had some Jantastic success with their
creative designs! VWe also carried out our first experiment, investigating what happens
when a raisin is placed in lemonade. The children made predictions, carejully observed
what happe'ned and recorded their results. It has been a fcmtasti.c start to our topic, with
lots of curiosity, creativity and scientific thinking
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Year 2 have had a fcmtasttc start to the Year
and it has been lovelg to welcome them into
their new classrooms. We started our toptc
of Amazm Mixtures and Mag ical Pottons
%g explormg bubbles. :

- We mvesttgated what happens when bubbles are mixed with lemonadé -
We notu;ed that the bubbles surround the raisins and then the raisins 9et

Pushed back up to the sur*face of the lemonade.

¥
'y ¥ I.':;u-'-__

e |

The children have been very busy learning
to use the areas mdepe'nde'ntlg Lots of the
children have been using the mud kitchen to
make cakes and then have been writing lists.

<& Thechildren have also
6 S been lea'r“nmg about
Noah's Ark. It has
been lovely to see them
use their k'nowledge of
' this in the provision
mdepende'ntlg

We look forwa'rd to sharmg all our
lea'r'nmg with you over the next gea:rvl
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Year 3

\. ” Mrs Humphreys' Class
WELCO

Welcome 10 Year 3

A warm welcome to our Year 3 children and parents/ guardians.

It has been a real pleasure to meet these lovely children and get to know them this last month! They are
rabulous and they are really trying their best in all areas. It's a big step up from Year 2 to Year 3 and
this class have already shown great maturity. responsibility and independence in their everyday approach
at School. | am already super proud of them and I'm really looking forward to our exciting year ahead.

%j A few notes..

~Children to bring in their own health lopic
? d Cur new Autumn topic is called ‘Amazing Mixtures

]
E h }\;:

ol

(=

(@)

snack for break time please. Eg: fruit.
and Magical Materials’. Cur essential question is ‘What

can fossils tell us about how the world has changed?’
We have started this work by being Junior
Palentologists and looking at different fossil images
and thinking.. What could it be? Where could it have
come from? We really enjoyed the gummy fossilisation
experiment and learning how pressure created the

cereal bar. crosissant. cheese. or yoghurt.
B —All children to bring in their own water
- bottle it is so important the children
stay hydrated throughout the school day.
-P.E day will be every Wednesday,
children to wear a t-shirt. shorts/

joggers/ leggings and trainers to schoo
Jo3gere deggindsianadraince chion Fossil markings. We are looking forward to our visit to

Cardiff Museum in Cctober.
» »

. » » P

woi A » »
y »

please.

R.E.D - Creation and Convenant
We had already completed a few great lessons on our 1%
branch. The children already had some good knowledge on -
the Creation Story from the book of Genesis and what

hagpened in the 7 days. Cur focus has been in recognising
that Creation is God's gift- his blessing and we are made
in the image and likeness of God. We are blessed to live on
this Earth and we must ensure we take care of it. We will
continue to learn about this from Pope Francis and
Laudato si'.
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" Mr McConkey's Class '~ 2

It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school and see all their happy faces again!
They have settled into Year 4 incredibly well and have made a fantastic start to the new school
year. | have been so impressed with how quickly they have adapted to new routines and
expectations. | am very proud of the positive start they have made and are looking forward to all
the exciting learning, fun and adventures that Year 4 has in store!

In R.E. this term, we have begun our first branch, ‘Creation
and Covenant’. We started by exploring Jesus’ family tree and
discovering the important people and stories that form part
of His family history. We have now begun learning about

Abraham and Sarah, exploring their lives and thinking about,
the plans God had mapped out for them. Through their story,

we are beginning to understand more about God’s promises,
His relationship with His people, and how He quides and calls
us in different ways.

N

Year 4 have really enjoyed beginning their

ukulele lessons with Mr Ottleyl They have been
busy learning the basics and developing their
musical skills. The children will continue to have

their ukulele lessons every Monday and are
looking forward to putting all their hard work A

together, hopefully culminating in a special \’g
concert in July. =

This term, our new topic is ‘Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials’. We

Reminder that PE is

every Mondayl Please

e D have been exploring the fascinating world of materials and discovering how

their PE Kits. different substances can change and combine in interesting ways. So far,
4 we have been particularly enjoying learning about fossils and investigating

how they are formed over millions of years. We have explored how the
remains or traces of living things can become preserved in rock, helping us
to discover more about the plants and animals that lived long ago.
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Ot [Loatrnlingy by
[STRRT| Year /5

Mr Cannon-Jones’ Class

What a great start to the year! Class 4/5ACJ is a fantastic
place to be, and all o]c the children are enthusiastic to get stuck
into the lea'r'n'mg jou'r“negs, where we are di.scove'r“'mg how to
write scie'n.tifi.c explanation texts in lite'racg; uncovering fossils n
topic and 'mvestig at'mg place value in maths.

-
In our Relig lous Education lessons,
we have been leam'mg about
creation and covenant, b sta'r’t'mg

to look at the Jesse tree: the familg L

tree o jesus himself, dat'mg all the PE. (Mondaus)
4 ys
way {)ack to AdO.'TT.l cm.d Eve. The Wehaveboew lea'r"ni.ng 1o PlaU
children have been mt'mg ued bH the Taa ruabu in P.E. - one o]f the
historical accounts and the stories On[gnggogs HOl:L c.cm PlaU mixed
0]c Abraham and Sarah who made because it is non contact and

gfr"eat sacrif 'LCQS. because 0]c their s about speed rather than brute
]c aith in God. stre'ngth. Similar to sevens, it is

plaged with two teams of seven

with lots of space to run and
oponents t'r"lj'mg to remove the
'tag' of the attacjer to slow their
progress. The children are

leam'mg the skills and dtrategies
very quickl? and we have had a

COU.PI.Q ) 9Cl’TT1€S CI.I.'T"QCI.CIH!

Th'r"ough toptc, We have been
discovering the world o]t palaeontologg,
look'mg at ?ossils and fissilisation, se we

tried an experiment to see the e fects
that pressure had when mal'mg ossils,
us'mg bread cmdjellg sweets!
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@ Year 5 w
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Mrs Price’s Class

——— |
I * w I

Bove da! (Good morming)
Croeso cynnes i flwyddyn 5! (A warm welcome to Year 5!)
Jt has been a (ovely start to Year 5 where we have al( settled in wel( to our new (ovely,
bright and we(coming clasbes.

We begin our academic year with an arvay of new and exciting topics. Jn oyr new R.6.0
work, oy new branches ave in (ine with the fiturgical year. Jhevefore, to begin the year oyr
16¢ loranch is Creation and. Covenant.

Jn mathematics, we have begun by (coking at and consolidating reading and writing numbers
in theiv digital and written forms. understanding of place value and partitioning numbers.
Jn Jopic we have just introduced the topic title: cA{maging Mixtures and Magical
matevia(s.Jhis topic will then weave through other topics to create cross curvicular (ink
dessions.

P.& sessions will take place on a Jhursday. outside. as often as possible. weather permitting.

Please ensure that sensible and appropriate clothing is worn for these sessions.
We have decided to begin our Year 5 sessions in Welsh and (earn al( about Jime' (Amser)
where we wi(( he (earning new words and phrases in velation (o this chosen topic.
We aque,(ooking forward (o the year ahead and wil( be updating you vegularly with Year 5
cyrvent information and photos!

\/K\ Mrs Price
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Welcome Back!
We would like to warmly welcome all of our Year 6 pupils back to school. It has been wonderful to see how
quickly everyone has settled into the new term. We are extremely proud of the mature attitude, excellent
behaviour and positive learning habits that the children have shown in recent.weeks. They have
demonstrated responsibility, kindness and determination, setting a fantastic examplefor the rest of the
school. Keep up the excellent work, Year 6!

Science Topic: Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials

This term, we have begun exploring our exciting new science topic, Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials.
So far, the children have been learning about reversible and irreversible changes, investigating how some
materials can be changed and then returned to their original state, while others undergo permanent
changes.

The children have shown great curiosity and enthusiasm during our discussions and investigations. Over the
coming weeks, we are looking forward to getting even more hands-on with a range of exciting experiments
and practical activities. We cannot wait to develop our scientific enquiry skills as we investigate different
materials and their properties.

Mary Immaculate High School Transition Day

Earlier this month, our Year 6 pupils had the fantastic opportunity to attend a
transition day at Mary Immaculate High School. The children thoroughly enjoyed
experiencing life at secondary school and taking part in a variety of exciting activities.
Throughout the day, pupils challenged themselves by trying new sports, including
trampolining, American football and a range of engaging team games. It was
wonderful to see everyone embracing new experiences, working collaboratively and
showing resilience when faced with different challenges.

We would like to commend all of the children for their outstanding attitude and
behaviour throughout the visit. Staff at Mary Immaculate were impressed by the
pupils' enthusiasm, respect and willingness to participate. The children represented
our school brilliantly and should be very proud of themselves.

Looking Ahead
We are excited for another busy and successful half term filled with learning, new experiences and
opportunities to shine. Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to sharing more of Year 6's
achievements with you soon!
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Miss Mathias’' Class

It’s been lovely to welcome the children back to school this month, for their final year of
primary schooll | can’t believe they’re the oldest in the school now and they’ve been keen to
get to work on their Year 5 responsibilities. We’ve talked about how important this year is
for them and the children are trying their best to be role models for the rest of the school.
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We were delighted to welcome No Boundaries into our school to speak with pupils from
Year 3 to Year 6 about the Windrush generation and its important place in British
| history.

Sean Wharton talked to the children about what the Windrush was, why people travelled
to Britain, and the experiences of the Windrush generation. The pupils also had the
opportunity to hear from Charles, who shared his own personal experiences, bringing
this important part of history to life for the children.

It was a fascinating and meaningf'ul assembly, giving our pupils the chance to learn, ask
questions and gain a deeper understanding of' the people and stories behind the
Windrush generation.

A huge thank you to Sean, Charles and No Boundaries for visiting our school and sharing
their knowledge and experiences with us. We really appreciated the opportunity to
learn from youl
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Choir Football

Years4,5,& 6 Yearsb & 6
3pm - 4pm

» A 3pm-4pm
o) Mr Philp Mr WIndross /ﬁ
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Google Translate is a

Gooplle Vel Ay
&, Google
Translate '”ffea\fli bo,wiglgb(li on
Wwforweb iPhone and Android.

EASY TO USE

It is easy to use and
can translate between
up to 133 languages.

You can copy and
paste text into the
translator if the text
is digital, or use the
camera to convert in
real time if the text is
printed.

Alicke foeno


tel:029%202059%201666
mailto:stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/google-translate/id414706506
https://support.google.com/translate/answer/6350850?hl=en-GB&co=GENIE.Platform%3DAndroid
http://translate.google.co.uk/
https://support.google.com/translate/answer/6142478?hl=en-GB&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop

- Together with Jesus we Love and Learn . (Septontoer 2026

i

stfrancisprm.cardiff.sch.uk @ Wilson Road, Ely, Cardiff, CF5 4JL %02920 591 666 @ stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

 gewePe

Term Term
Starts Half Term Ends
Autumn 26.10.26 -
el 01.09.26 2010 26 18.12.26
Spring 08.02.27 -
o 04.01.27 15 0997 19.03.27
Summer 31.05.27 -
arm 05.04.27 04 06 27 20.07.27
Inset Days
1.Tuesday 1st September Individual Photographs

2.Wednesday 2nd September
3.Friday 18" December
4.Monday 15th February
5.Monday 19™ July

6.Tuesday 20™ July

Class Photographs

Pupil Progress Mee{ings

October (Date TBC)
March (Date TBC)

End of Year Report

in July

Important Dates in the Catholic Calendar
Sunday 4th October - The Feast of St Francis
Sunday 29™ November - Advent Starts
Friday 25" December - Christmas Day
Wednesday 10" February - Ash Wednesday
Sunday 21°* March - Holy Week Starts
Sunday 28™ March - Easter Sunday
Thursday 6™ May - Ascension
Sunday 16™ May - Pentecost



tel:029%202059%201666
mailto:stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

- Together with Jesus we Love and Learn . Oeptanber 2026

......

S eb e e @ Wilson Road, Ely, Cardiff, CF5 4JL %02920 591 666 @ stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

ﬁ@’i@& Dty

o
ab)
@)
N
e
)]
r—l—
o
)
~<
=
o
h,
r—l—
-
|
2k
=
o

Big Draw Festival - all month
A month long celebration of drawing

Friday 2nd October - Year 6 PE transition day - Mary Immaculate O

¥ 3
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Sunday 4th October - The Feast of St Francis

Monday bth October - Dyslexia Awareness Week @

Saturday 10" October - World Mental Health Day \:‘l

Tuesday 13" October - Year 4 and Year 4/5 Trip to Cardiff Museum == ¢+

Thursday 15" October - Shwmae Day i

Friday 16" October - Show Racism the Red Card [@

Thursday 22" October - Year 3 Trip to Cardiff Museum & —

°
Friday 23rd October - Break up from School rﬁ.\

Sunday 25th October - Clocks go back @

Saturday 31st October - Halloween C-QW:@/

(# (1 (#D3Co[JCo 3] (o] (o) (o) (3 (3 (o} (]


tel:029%202059%201666
mailto:stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

3% Together with Jesus we Love and Learn 3

Vs

N

(3 o3 Co 3 (o3 (o3 (o3 (o (1) (o]

i

stfrancisprm.cardiff.sch.uk @ Wilson Road, Ely, Cardiff, CF5 4JL %—02920 591 666 @

ﬁ@% Dty

2 #
Dac
i1 4 ]
. |

1 | - Y~ /72 NS —_— 7 I
-V €/
: .
[ | 3 i

1 ‘ - . | - [ {4 £
i

Monday 2" November - Pupils Return to School i
Thursday 5™ November - Bonfire Night 771 -

Sunday 8™ November - Diwali Starts gmsiem

Sunday 8" November - Remembrance Sunday *

Monday 9" November - Flu Immunisations ¢,

{7
Wednesday 11" November - Rememberance Day 1e5ec
\

\

Monday 16 November - Anti-Bullying Week

Monday 16 November - Cultural Day

Oeptomber 2026

stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk

Monday 23 November - Scholastic Book Fair - All Week I
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	A message from our Headteacher,
	Miss Langsdale
	Dear Parents and Carers,
	I would like to extend a very warm welcome back to all our pupils, families and staff as we begin a new academic year. I hope you have all enjoyed a restful and enjoyable summer break and are feeling refreshed and ready for the exciting year ahead.
	It has been wonderful to see the children return to school with such enthusiasm, positivity and eagerness to learn. The start of a new school year always brings new opportunities, new experiences and fresh challenges, and we look forward to supporting every child to achieve their very best.
	At St Francis, we remain committed to providing a nurturing, inclusive and ambitious learning environment where all children can thrive academically, socially and spiritually. We have planned many exciting learning opportunities throughout the year and cannot wait to see the progress and successes our pupils will achieve.
	One of our key priorities this year will be improving pupil attendance. Regular attendance is one of the most important factors in ensuring children achieve their full potential. Every day in school matters, and even small amounts of lost learning can have a significant impact on children's educational progress, wellbeing and friendships. Children’s attendance needs to be 95% (equal to 10 days off school each year) or more anything below is a concern. Please feel free to contact the office to get an update on this percentage for your child and if it has dropped below remember it can always be improved.
	We recognise that there can sometimes be genuine reasons for absence and will continue to work closely with families to provide support where needed. However, we would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring that children attend school every day whenever possible and arrive on time ready to learn. By working together, we can give every child the best opportunity to succeed.
	Thank you for your continued support and partnership. The strong relationship between home and school is invaluable and plays a vital role in ensuring the best outcomes for our children.
	I look forward to another successful year and to celebrating many achievements together.
	With best wishes,
	Miss M Langsdale
	Headteacher
	St Francis RC Primary School
	Together with Jesus we Love and Learn
	02920 591 666
	September 2026
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	Religious Education Directory
	Prayer of the Month
	Gweddi'r Mis
	Lord Jesus,
	Thank You for the beginning of a new school year.
	Help me enter this year with an open mind and a willing heart. Give me courage when I feel nervous, patience when lessons are difficult and humility when I need help.
	Help me treat my teachers and classfriends with respect. Guide me toward good friendships and help me be a good friend to others.
	Give me the strength to choose what is right even when it is not popular.
	May the things I learn help me grow in wisdom and use my gifts well.
	Amen.
	Together with Jesus we Love and Learn
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	Religious Education Directory

	Virtues

	Faithfilled and Hopeful
	Hopeful – Those who hope in God. Isaiah 40:28-31
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	Attendance & Punctuality
	School starts at 8:55am
	Doors open
	8:45am
	Target:
	Your child’s
	attendance needs
	to be above
	95%

	At St Francis we monitor attendance
	regularly.
	Our attendance is also monitored by school governors and the Local Authority.
	Attendance at school is extremely important for all pupils so that they can achieve as well as possible, and is now part of safeguarding procedures.
	If your child is unwell please contact the office
	otherwise the absence cannot be authorized.
	Every moment in school counts.
	Days soon add up and the more children are in school the more they are likely to learn. Please do all you can to bring you child to school.
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	Attendance & Punctuality
	Target:
	Overall
	Attendance
	91.6%
	Slightly up from last July!
	Your child’s
	attendance needs
	to be above
	95%

	Nursery AM
	87.3%

	Nursery PM
	89.7%

	Reception
	90.8%

	Reception/1
	94.6%

	Year 1/2
	90.3%

	Year 2
	94.2%

	Year 3
	91.5%

	Year 4
	90.7%

	Year 4/5
	88.9%

	Year 5
	91.4%

	Year 6S
	97.4%

	Year 6M
	88.2%


	Attendance Rewards
	Our winners this month are:
	Year 6 - Mrs Sim’s Class
	Attendance & Punctuality
	EVERY
	School Day

	COUNTS
	100%
	99%
	97%
	95%
	90%
	85%



	EVERY
	COUNTS
	Minute
	Being curious and searching for answers is essential to understanding and predicting phenomena.
	Matter and the way it behaves defines our universe and shapes our lives.
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	Our Learning Journey
	Nursery
	Miss Wong’s Class
	It has been amazing to welcome in our brand new Nursery starters and those who have returned to us for a new year of learning. All of the children have been working so hard on so many new skills, making new friends and transitioning into the new environment.
	We’ve taken lots of time over the last few weeks to get to know each other, learn our new friends’ name and practice our sharing across our classroom areas.
	We’ve had lots of things to explore in our classroom and have even had chance to visit the big Foundation Phase school for our PE lessons. We’ve been doing so well with our listening when walking back and forth, always making sure to walk sensibly and stay as a class.
	In our RE, we have learnt the sign of the cross and we have been practicing our prayers everyday. We have been learning how we are all unique and special and how God made us this way.
	In Phonics we have been working hard to listen carefully to all the sounds we can hear in our environment. We’ve been checking our sounds to see if they are long or short sounds and deciding whether they are loud or quiet sounds. We’ve also had a go at copying the sounds, the loud sounds are our favourite to copy!
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	Our Learning Journey
	Reception
	Mrs Davies’ Class


	Our Learning Environment
	Reminders
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	Our Learning Journey
	Reception/Year 1
	Mr Windross’ Class
	A few helpful notes...
	-Snack costs £1 per week. You are also welcome to pack a healthy snack for your child instead.
	-All children to bring in their own water bottle, it is so important the children stay hydrated throughout the school day.
	-P.E day will be every Wednesday, children to wear a t-shirt, shorts/ joggers/ leggings and trainers to school please.
	This term, our topic is Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials. We have started off by finding out what happens when we shake double cream for a long time. Our predictions were wild, but no-one expected it to make butter...and buttermilk)! We then decided to make bread to enjoy it on (with a sprinkling of salt into the butter on the children’s request)
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 1/2
	Miss Harding’s Class
	It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to school and see the children settling so well into Year 1/2. They have already made a fantastic start, getting to know their new routines, reconnecting with friends and showing us how ready they are for another year of learning.
	Reminders
	Our PE day is Monday. Children to wear T-shirt/shorts/joggers /leggings/trainers to school.
	Snack costs £1 per week. You are also welcome to pack a healthy snack for your child instead.
	Book bags will be sent out every Friday. Please return your child’s book bag by Wednesday each week.

	R.E.D - Creation & Covenant
	We have begun our first branch  learning about the Creation Story from Genesis. The children have enjoyed exploring what God created on each of the seven days and have produced some excellent work ordering the events in the correct sequence. We also worked collaboratively as a class to create a beautiful piece of artwork, representing each day of Creation.
	Topic
	This term, we have started our exciting topic Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials! We began by exploring bubbles. The children were then challenged to design and create their own bubble wands using pipe cleaners, and we had some fantastic success with their creative designs! We also carried out our first experiment, investigating what happens when a raisin is placed in lemonade. The children made predictions, carefully observed what happened and recorded their results. It has been a fantastic start to our topic, with lots of curiosity, creativity and scientific thinking!
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 2
	Miss Kennett’s Class
	Year 2 have had a fantastic start to the Year and it has been lovely to welcome them into their new classrooms. We started our topic of ‘Amazing Mixtures and Magical Potions’ by exploring bubbles.
	We investigated what happens when bubbles are mixed with lemonade. We noticed that the bubbles surround the raisins and then the raisins get pushed back up to the surface of the lemonade.
	The children have been very busy learning to use the areas independently. Lots of the children have been using the mud kitchen to make cakes and then have been writing lists.
	The children have also been learning about Noah’s Ark. It has been lovely to see them use their knowledge of this in the provision independently.
	We look forward to sharing all our learning with you over the next year!
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 3
	Mrs Humphreys’ Class
	Welcome to Year 3
	A few notes...
	Topic
	R.E.D - Creation and Convenant
	Topic
	Maths
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 4
	Mr McConkey’s Class
	It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school and see all their happy faces again! They have settled into Year 4 incredibly well and have made a fantastic start to the new school year. I have been so impressed with how quickly they have adapted to new routines and expectations. I am very proud of the positive start they have made and are looking forward to all the exciting learning, fun and adventures that Year 4 has in store!
	In R.E. this term, we have begun our first branch, ‘Creation and Covenant’. We started by exploring Jesus’ family tree and discovering the important people and stories that form part of His family history. We have now begun learning about Abraham and Sarah, exploring their lives and thinking about the plans God had mapped out for them. Through their story, we are beginning to understand more about God’s promises, His relationship with His people, and how He guides and calls us in different ways.
	Year 4 have really enjoyed beginning their ukulele lessons with Mr Ottley! They have been busy learning the basics and developing their musical skills. The children will continue to have their ukulele lessons every Monday and are looking forward to putting all their hard work together, hopefully culminating in a special concert in July.
	Reminder that PE is every Monday! Please can children remember their PE kits.
	This term, our new topic is ‘Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials’. We have been exploring the fascinating world of materials and discovering how different substances can change and combine in interesting ways. So far, we have been particularly enjoying learning about fossils and investigating how they are formed over millions of years. We have explored how the remains or traces of living things can become preserved in rock, helping us to discover more about the plants and animals that lived long ago.
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 4/5
	Mr Cannon-Jones’ Class
	What a great start to the year! Class 4/5ACJ is a fantastic
	place to be, and all of the children are enthusiastic to get stuck into the learning journeys, where we are discovering how to write scientific explanation texts in literacy; uncovering fossils in topic and investigating place value in maths.
	In our Religious Education lessons, we have been learning about creation and covenant, by starting to look at the Jesse tree: the family tree of jesus himself, dating all the way back to Adam and Eve. The children have been intrigued by the historical accounts and the stories of Abraham and Sarah who made great sacrifices because of their faith in God.
	P.E. (Mondays)
	We have been learning to play  Tag rugby in P.E. - one of the only versions you can play mixed because it is non contact and about speed rather than brute strength. Similar to sevens, it is played with two teams of seven with lots of space to run and oponents trying to remove the ‘tag’ of the attacjer to slow their progress. The children are learning the skills and dtrategies very quickly and we have had a couple of games already!
	Through topic, We have been discovering the world of palaeontology, looking at fossils and fissilisation, se we tried an experiment to see the effects that pressure had when maling fossils, using bread and jelly sweets!
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 5
	Mrs Price’s Class
	Bore da! (Good morning)
	Croeso cynnes i flwyddyn 5! (A warm welcome to Year 5!)
	It has been a lovely start to Year 5 where we have all settled in well to our new lovely, bright and welcoming classes.
	We begin our academic year with an array of new and exciting topics. In our new R.E.D work, our new branches are in line with the Liturgical year. Therefore, to begin the year our 1st branch is Creation and Covenant.
	In mathematics, we have begun by looking at and consolidating reading and writing numbers in their digital and written forms, understanding of place value and partitioning numbers.
	In Topic we have just introduced the topic title: Amazing Mixtures and Magical materials.This topic will then weave through other topics to create cross curricular link sessions.
	P.E sessions will take place on a Thursday, outside, as often as possible, weather permitting. Please ensure that sensible and appropriate clothing is worn for these sessions.
	We have decided to begin our Year 5 sessions in Welsh and learn all about ‘Time’ (Amser) where we will be learning new words and phrases in relation to this chosen topic.
	We are looking forward to the year ahead and will be updating you regularly with Year 5 current information and photos!
	Mrs Price
	Welcome Back!
	Science Topic: Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials
	Mary Immaculate High School Transition Day
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	Our Learning Journey
	Year 6
	Miss Mathias’ Class
	It’s been lovely to welcome the children back to school this month, for their final year of primary school! I can’t believe they’re the oldest in the school now and they’ve been keen to get to work on their Year 5 responsibilities. We’ve talked about how important this year is for them and the children are trying their best to be role models for the rest of the school.
	In RE we have learnt about the second creation story and are considering the underlying meanings behind the story.
	Year 6M 2026-27
	We had a fantastic day at Mary Immaculate on our PE transition day! I was so proud of their behaviour and for making a great impression!

	Our topic for Autumn term is called ‘‘Amazing Mixtures and Magical Materials,” and we’re going to be learning all about chemical reactions.
	Learning About Windrush
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	After School Clubs
	Autumn Term 1 Timetable
	Choir
	Years 4, 5, & 6
	3pm - 4pm
	Mr Philp

	Football
	Years 5 & 6
	3pm - 4pm
	Mr WIndross
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	Google Translate App
	for web
	FREE APP
	Google Translate is a free app available on the web, iOS for iPhone and Android.
	for iPhone


	EASY TO USE
	It is easy to use and can translate between up to 133 languages.
	You can copy and paste text into the translator if the text is digital, or use the camera to convert in real time if the text is printed.
	for Android
	Together with Jesus we Love and Learn


	Year on a Page
	Blwyddyn ar Dudalen


	Term Dates
	26.10.26 -
	30.10.26
	01.09.26
	18.12.26
	08.02.27 -
	12.02.27

	04.01.27
	19.03.27
	31.05.27 -
	04.06.27

	05.04.27
	20.07.27

	School Photos
	Individual Photographs
	Class Photographs
	TBC
	TBC
	Pupil Progress Meetings
	October (Date TBC)
	March (Date TBC)
	End of Year Report
	in July
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	Dates for your Diary
	Black History Month - all month
	Big Draw Festival - all month
	A month long celebration of drawing

	Friday 2nd October - Year 5 PE transition day - Mary Immaculate
	Sunday 4th October - The Feast of St Francis
	Monday 5th October - Dyslexia Awareness Week
	Saturday 10th October - World Mental Health Day
	Tuesday 13th  October - Year 4 and Year 4/5 Trip to Cardiff Museum
	Thursday 15th October - Shwmae Day
	Friday 16th October - Show Racism the Red Card
	Thursday 22nd October - Year 3 Trip to Cardiff Museum
	Friday 23rd October - Break up from School
	Sunday 25th October - Clocks go back
	Saturday 31st October - Halloween
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	Dates for your Diary
	Monday 2nd November - Pupils Return to School
	Thursday 5th November - Bonfire Night
	Sunday 8th November - Diwali Starts
	Sunday 8th November - Remembrance Sunday
	Monday 9th November - Flu Immunisations
	Wednesday 11th November - Rememberance Day
	Monday 16th November - Anti-Bullying Week
	Monday 16th November - Cultural Day
	Monday 23rd November - Scholastic Book Fair - All Week


